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Wayne Dupuis, Tribal Envirgnmental Program Manager
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road

Cloguet, Minnesota 55720

Margaret Watkins, Tribal Environmental Manager
Grand Portage Band

PO Box 428

Grand Portage, Minnesota 55605

Gabrielle Holman, Environmental Services Manager
Bols Forte Band

1500 Bois Forte Road

Tower, Minnesota 55780

Bear Environmental Program Managers:

LPA Region 5 recognizes that the Bands have a number of concerns about the potential impacts of the
NorthMet Mine Project on tribal interests, and wants to ensure adequate coordination and consultation
based on EPA’s decision making roles in this project. Toward this end, 1 invite tribal representatives to
meet with EPA 'so we can discuss the extent to which each Band wishes to coordinate and/or consult,
and the best process for doing so.

In general, EPA hasa role in reviewing the U.5. Aremy Corps of Engineers (Corps) Clean Water Act WAL
Section 404 permit, which will he informed by the Corps’ Record of Decision. FPA also has an oversight
role with respect to permitting actions by the state of Minnesota under both QWA Section 402 and the
Clean Adr Act, which will be initiated at some point after the Minnesota Depariment of Natural
Resources has completed its adequacy determination.




EPA-R5-2019-006147_0000879

if vou are interested in such a discussion, please let me know by February 26 {at walis.alani®epg.gov or
{312} 353-8894) and provide a contact for us to work with in setting up an initial meeting by phone.
Whether or not you choose to participate in this call, we continue to welcome your input and will
continue to coordinate with you to keep you apprised of EPA’s aotivities and opportunities for
consuliation related to this project.

Sincerely,

Alan Walts, Director
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance



